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ELECTION 

COMMISSION 

OF 

INDIA 

Proviilel 

Ilat 

o 

sHeh 

ork 

under 

Ihis 

rlunse 

shall 

efcct 

tle 

sehot 

elucation 

ofthe 

child. 

Dated: 
Sth 

ehruary. 

2024 

Nirvachan 

Sndan, 

Ashokia 

Rond, 

New 

Dethi-110001 

NoA/3/2023/SDR/Vol.X 

Esplanation.-

For 
the 

purpses 

ofhis 

sectinn, 

the 

exppessinn, 

(a) 

"fuily" 
in 

elution 
to 
u 

chilil. 

eans 

his 

nolhcr, 

futher. 

hrother. 

sister 

und 

fathEr's 

sister 

and 

brolher 

unl 

muher's 

vister 

unl 

broiher.: 

To. 

1. 

The 

Chief 

Secretaries 
of 
all 
the 

Stales 
& 

Union 

l'erritories 

2. 

The 

Chief 

Elcctoral 

Officers 
of 
all 

States 
&& 

Union 

Territories 

3. 

AJl 

Recognized 

National 

and 

State 

Political 

Parties. 

(h) 

"anmily 

enterprise" 

mns 
a 

rork. 

prufessim, 

munufueure 

or 

business 

which 
is 

performed 
by 

tçe 

menhers 
of 
the 

family 

winh 
the 

engugement 
of 

oMher 

perNonNs: 

(c) 

"uriixt" 

neans 
a 

clhildl 

who 

perforns 
or 

pruviives 

uny 

swrk 
us 
u 

hobby 
or 

profession 

directly 

invohving 

him 
cs 
(in 

uctur, 

singr, 

spurs 

person 
or 
in 

such 

other 

activity 
as 

maj 
he 

pre.seribed 

reltiing 
(e 
tie 

eniertainment 
or 

sports 

uctivities 

falling 

wnder 

cluuse 
(h) 
of 

stuh-vecliin 

(2)." 

General 

Elcction 

and 

Byc 

clection 
to 

Lok 

Sahha 

and 

State 

Legislative 

Assemblics -() 

Subject: 
Reference: 

Election 

Commission's 

Instructions 
No. 

and 

date 

1. 

No.464/INSTI2009/EPS 
dated 
19 

May, 

2009, 

The 

Child 

Labour 

(Prohibition 
and 

Regulation) 

Act, 

1986 

also 

provides 
the 

pryvisivas 
to 

regulate 

the 

conditions 
of 

work 

of 

children 
in 

certain 

other 

employmnent 

and 

penaltics 

for 

violation 
of 

the 

law. 

2. 

3. 

No.464/1NSTI2013-EPS 
dated 
6h 

November, 

2013. 

2. 

No.464/INSTI2013/EPS 
dated 
2nd 

May. 

2013. 

No.464/INSTI2013-EPS 

5. 

No. 

464/1NST2017-EPS 

dated 
19 

May. 

2017. 

4. 

As 

regards 

involvement 
of 

minor 

children 
in 

election 

relatcd 

activitics, 

the 

Hon'ble 

Bombay 

High 

Court 
in 
its 

Order 

Madam/Sir. 

clection procesS by 

The Commission has 

always 

taken 

strong 

exception 
to 

use 
of 

children 
in 

any 

wav 
in 

election 

related 

work 

and 

has 

issued 

instructions 
in 

this 

regard 

from 

ime 
to 

time. 

The 

Election 

Commission 
of 

India 

had 

directed 

that 

no 

child 

should 

be 

involved 

I 
am 

directed 
1o 

refer 
to 
the 

letterS 

mentioned 

abovc 
on 
the 

subject 

cited 
and 
to 
say 
that 

Section 

3(1) 
of 
the 

Child 

Labour 

(Prohibition 
and 

Regulation) 
Act. 

1986 
as 

amended 
vide 
the 

Child 

Labour 

(Prohibilion 
and 

Regulation) 

Amendment 
ACt, 

2016 

provides 
that 
no 

child 

Jdefined 
u/s 

2(ii)] 

shail 
be 

employcd 
or 

permitted to 

work 
in 

any 

occupalion or 

process. 
The 
said 

Section 

3(!) 
is 

reproduced 
as 

undcr: -

"3. 

() 
Nu 

child 

shull 
he 

enplured ur 

pernied 
tu 

swork 
in 
cmy 

occupation 

(2) 

Nothing in 

suh-section 
() 

shull 

apply 

where 
the 

chill. 

1 

In 

supcrsession 
of 
all 

the 

existing 

insluctions 
on 
the 

subject 

regarding 

('hild 

labour 
and 

kecping 
in 

vicw 
of 

the 

Child 

laluur 

(Prohibition 

and 

Regulation) 

Act. 

1986 

and 

the 

('hild 

Labour 

(Prohibition 

and 

Rcgulation),. 

Amendnent 

Act, 

2016, 
the 

(onmission 
has 

decicded 
o 

issuc 

thc 

following 

consolidaled 

insruc1ions 
lor 

compliunce 
ol 

ull 

eleetoral 

authwrities 

and 

political 

(u) 

helps 
his 

fumily 
or 

fumily 

enterprise, 

whih ix 

other 

thun 
an 

huzardns 

oceuptions 
or 

prucesses 
set 

fwth 
in 
thh 

Schel1le, 

ufler 
his 

sehvul 

hours 
or 

luring 

vuculluns: 

.(b) 

works 
us 
an 

urlist 
in 
In 

ccli-visual 

enlertuinmet 

inlusr: 

inchuling 

uulvertisement, 

films, 

ielevisiun 

serials 
or 

my 

seh 

other 

entertalnment 
or 

sports 

tIctivilics 

except 

thñ 

vircus, 

subject 
la 

such 

conditions 
Cund 

sfely 

eSHres, 
Ls 

M)' 
be 

reserihed: 

Page 
1 
of 4 

3 

Page 2 
of 
4 

Engagement 
of 

Child 

Labour 

and 
(ii) 

Engagement 
of 

Child 

in 

Election 

relatcd 

activitics-reg. 

dated 16h 

September, 2014 and 

datcd 
4th 

August, 

2014 
in 
PIL 

No. 

127 
of 

2012 

(Chetan 

Rannlal 

Bhutada 

Vs. 

State 
of 

Maharashtra 

and 

others). 

stressed 
the 

need 
to 

ensure 

that 

political 

parries 
du 

not 

allow 

participation 
of 

minor 

children 
in 

any 

election 

rclated 

activities. 

3. 

political 

parties 

and 

clection 

officials. 

4. 

partics/candidates in fulure. 

5. 



Page 

3 
of 
4 

Page 
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of 
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Campaign/rallics 

eic. 

l'uriher. 

use 

ol 
child 

o 
enenle 

semblunce 

of 
political 

cumpaign 

a 
child 

in 
their 

urnns, 

currying 

a 
child 

in 
their 

vehicles 

or 
making 

child 

a 
purt 

of 
election 

guidclincs. 

IHowcver, merc 

campaigning 

by 
the 

politicul 

porty". 

vill 

nou 
he 

constnucd 

as 
violation 

of 
the 

ahuve 

sid 

of a political 

lcoder 

and 

who 

is 

Nos1: shouting. 

campaign 

rallies. 

clection 

mecting 

cic. 

fom 

whatsocver 

including 

distribution 

of 
posters/pamphlcis 

ur 
to 

particiFate 

in 
slogan 

(iii) 
Political 

partics 

arc 
directcd 

nol 
to 

usc 
children 

in 
election 

compaig/rallics 

in 
uny 

(i1) agents/polling/counting 

agents 

during 

the 
clcctions. 

(NCPCR) 

shal! 

be 

complied 

by 

all 

the 

political 

parties/candidates/election 

Extant 

guidelines 

of 
the 

National 

Commissions 

for 
Protection 

of 
Child 

Right 

Labour 

(Prohibilion 

and 

Regulation) 

Amendment 

Aci, 

2016. 

of 
the 

Child 

Labour 

(Prohibition 

and 

Regulation) 

Ac. 
1986 

as 
omended 

vide 

the 
Child 

any 

elcction 

rclaled 

work/activitics 

and 

ensure 

that 

there 

is 
no 

violation 

of 
any 

provision 

All 
the 

poliical 

parties/candidates 

should 

refrain 

from 

involving 

child 

labour 

in 

( 

(b) 
For 

Political 

Parties/Candidatcs 

and 

their 

agents/reprcsentatives 

etc: 

Principal Sceretary 

(S. B. Joshi) 

notice 

of 
the 

Con1mission. 

action 

apart 

from 

facing 

the 
consequences 

of 
law. 

if 
any 

such 

inslance 

comcs 

to 
the 

any 
such 

violation 

of 
Ac1s/laws 

by 
election 

machinery 

and 

will 
facc`sevcre 

disciplinary 

(i) 
The 

Disrict 

Elcction 

Oficers/Reuning 

OMicers 

shll 

be 
personally 

responsible 

lor 

Yours faithfully 

6. and spirit. 

The 
above 

may 

be 
brought 

to 
the 

notice 

of 
all 

concerned 

for 
strict 

cumpliance 

in 
letter 

clcction relatcd work/activities. (i) 

All 
Electinn 

Oicials/maclincry 

should 

refrain 

from 

involving 

child 

Iabour 

un 

(a) 
For 

Election 

Muchiucry: 

criticizing 

the 
opponcnt 

political 

parties/candidatcs 

shall 

not 
be 

resorted 

lo. 

exhibiting 

ideology 

of 
political 

party. 

promoting 

achicvements 

of' 
a 

political 

parly 

or 

cither 

by 
spoken 

words/pocm/songs. 

display 

of 
insignia 

of 
political 

partylcandidate, 

use 
children 

for 
campaign/cunvssing/rallieslyntr1is. 

ctc. 
in 

any 

munner,. 

inctuding 

holding 

Note 

2: 

is 
clarificd 

to 
ohvinte 

uny 

duuht 

thut 

oll 
puliticut 

leuderstenndidutes 

should 

not 

no1 bcen involved 

in any nctivity 

rclating tu cloction 

mother/father/guardian 

or 
a 

child 

in 
arms 

of 
hisher 

nother/liuuherlgunrdian 

in 
proximity 

prescncc uf 

o child 

ucconpanicd by 

his/her 
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